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Title: Handwriting FUNdamentals: Fine Motor Skills and Prewriting Skills as a Literacy Activity
The purpose of our presentation is to educate Occupational Therapists in their role as service providers and consultants to special education as well as regular education personnel of preschool and elementary school ages on prewriting and writing development. We will present a research-based theory, developmentally-appropriate, and multi-sensory approach with activities to introduce children to prewriting and writing skills including pencil grasp, line production and visual motor activities to assist in the development of skills necessary for writing/print in school. Participants will learn fun, classroom strategies to develop and to improve motor planning for printing. Participants will learn fun, classroom strategies to development appropriate pencil grip, hand strength and dexterity, and visual motor activities to improve motor planning for printing. 
Objectives 
1. Participants will demonstrate a minimum of 5 strategies to be used with school personnel and students with regard to the handwriting process.

2. Participants will demonstrate a minimum of 5 strategies to be used with school personnel and students with regard to the development of pencil grasp.

3. Participants will demonstrate a minimum of 5 strategies to be used with school personnel and students with regard the development of manual dexterity for handwriting.

Bio: Carol Armann, OTR/L is a SIPT-certified pediatric therapist. She helped developed the Sensory Profile and School Function Assessment. She has 29 years of experience and is employed by Marietta Memorial Hospital as a school-based OT. She contributed to the latest edition of Zaner-Bloser's handwriting manuals as well as presenting throughout the USA at state OT conferences. She received my BS from The Ohio State University. 

Kathleen Wright, , National Product Manager for Handwriting at Zaner-Bloser Publishing, has worked with classroom teachers and school-based OT’s for over 20 years to facilitate partnerships to support handwriting instruction. She has presented throughout the USA at state OT conferences. She received my BA in English with coursework in early childhood education from The Ohio State University.
2 hours, lab/interactive session      
